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Heritage built over time.
Trust built to last.

With over 100 years of history, our director-owners are proud 
to continue the values that have shaped Alex Picot Trust:

Our people, our culture and our sense of community.

1885 First recorded history of our company 

1915 Alexander E Picot becomes partner of 
Brockhurst & Picot

1926 Name changes to Alex E Picot & Co

1932 First trust work undertaken

1977 Trust company established

2015 Formal separation from Alex Picot  
Chartered Accountants

2024 100% owner-managed by working directors

Alex Picot Trust is a registered business name of Alex Picot Trust 
Company Ltd and is regulated by the Jersey Financial Services 
Commission to conduct trust and company business. 

directors@alexpicottrust.com
+44 (0)1534 753777 
6 Esplanade | St Helier 

www.alexpicottrust.com 

This design reflects our heritage, community focus, 
and the longstanding relationships we have built with 
clients and staff over more than 140 years. ’Trusty Ewart’ 
was named by our team; ‘Trusty’ represents our trusted 
relationships with clients, and ‘Ewart’ pays tribute to Alex 
Picot’s middle name in a nod to our heritage.

100% Independent         100% Owner-Managed                                 100% Client Focused

FOR Alex Picot Trust, legacy is not simply something we 

help families plan for; it is something we have experience 

of first-hand. With roots in Jersey stretching back more 

than 140 years, we have grown and evolved alongside 

the Island. 

Much of Alex Picot Trust’s own legacy can be found in the 

relationships we have built over time. The firm undertook 

its first trust work in 1932, and that relationship remains 

with the firm today – a powerful example of the continuity 

that sits at the heart of our work. 

Our strong connection to Jersey is also reflected in our 

client base. A significant proportion of our clients are 

Jersey residents, and many of those relationships have 

continued across generations. We will probably have 

worked with a family for many years before going on 

to support their children or grandchildren, giving us 

a long-term understanding of the family and how its 

circumstances and needs change over time. 

That experience is important when we talk to families about 

their own legacy. We have seen first-hand how families 

change from one generation to the next, which means looking 

beyond an asset and liabilities statement to understand their 

priorities, family dynamics – which may be complex – and 

what they all want to achieve and, ultimately, what they want 

to pass on to the next generation. 

POSTPONING the decision to make a will is a common 
mistake. For most of us, the thought of dying is 
uncomfortable and everyday demands, the cost, fear of 
family conflict and uncertainty over how to divide assets 
all put us off. 

But a will is one of the most personal documents you will 
ever make. Done well, it reflects your values, protects your 
family and leaves a legacy of clarity rather than confusion. 
In Jersey especially, with its unique legal traditions, taking 
the time to make a proper will is not a burden, it is a gift to 
those you love.

Pitfall one: Dying intestate  
(without a will)
If you die without a will in Jersey, your estate is distributed 
according to rigid rules set out in local law. For example, 
unmarried partners are not automatically recognised 
and stepchildren have no rights unless specifically 
included. This process can leave loved ones surprised or 
disappointed. 

Pitfall two: Outdated wills

Marriage, divorce, new children or the purchase of 
property are all reasons to update a will. Yet people 
frequently fail to revisit their will, and an outdated will can 
be almost as disruptive as not having one, cutting out new 
family members or leaving assets to people no longer part 
of your life.

Pitfall three: Complexity  
and ambiguity
Wills should be as simple as possible and the wording 
should be clear and precise. Vague wording such as “I 
leave my car to Fred” when you own several cars can 
result in confusion and even a dispute among your 
beneficiaries.  

Pitfall four: Not understanding 
Jersey’s unique system
Jersey law is different from English law in several 
important respects. Jersey law distinguishes between 
movable and immovable property and a separate will 
is required for each. A Will of Movable Estate covers 
personal property such as money, investments, jewellery, 

cars and chattels and share transfer apartments. A Will of 
Jersey Immovable Estate covers land, houses and flying 
freehold apartments. The formalities for signing each 
differ and it is very important that you take legal advice to 
ensure that your will is valid. 

Pitfall five: DIY wills
With online templates available, it is tempting to write a 
will yourself. While it may save money in the short term, it 
can prove very costly for your estate later. A UK template, 
errors in wording, failure to meet witnessing requirements 
or overlooking tax implications can invalidate all or part of 
a will. Worse still, disputes may arise that divide families. 
Professional advice should always be sought.

Pitfall six: Overlooking executors
Executors carry out your wishes and deal with the 
practicalities of your estate, yet many people give the role 
little thought, or appoint someone unsuitable. An executor 
who is too old, too distant, unwilling or not up to the task 
can make the administration of an estate a drawn-out 
ordeal.

A legacy rooted in Jersey fojo
By Chris Cotillard, director at Alex Picot Trust By Simon Lofthouse,  

head of private client at Corbett Le Quesne

fojo

Legacy beyond inheritance 
For many people, legacy also extends beyond the family. It can be about 
the causes they support, the organisations they are involved with and the 
contribution they make to the community around them. 

The same thinking applies to Alex Picot Trust itself. Being an 
independent, long-established Jersey firm brings with it a sense 
of responsibility to the Island. Our own legacy is not simply 
about preserving our history, but about continuing to positively 
contribute to the community in which we have grown. 

That means retaining the values that have underpinned the 
business – independence, 100% director ownership and long-
term thinking – while continuing to evolve with the needs of 
our clients, our people and the wider island. 

Building on a legacy 
Our history gives us a solid foundation, but what matters 
is how we build on it and invest financially and also with 
the giving of time. For us, that means continuing to be at 
the heart of the community and supporting the Island 
alongside the work we do with our clients. 

Over the years, this has included supporting local 
schools and sports events, as well as getting involved 
in initiatives around the future of Jersey’s local food 
system. The firm has also taken part in the Jersey 
Swimarathon for 48 consecutive years and supports a 
variety of charities every year. 

For me, that is an important part of our legacy in Jersey, 
not just the history of the business, but the contribution 
we continue to make. 


